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  14 July 2015 
Dear Convener 
 
Mainstreaming climate change scrutiny of the Scottish Government’s draft 
budget 
 
During its scrutiny of the Scottish Government’s previous draft budget documents, 
the Rural Affairs, Climate Change and Environment (RACCE) Committee has noted 
the inherent difficulties of one committee attempting to scrutinise actual spend on 
achieving the Scottish Government’s climate change targets as set out in the Climate 
Change (Scotland) Act 2009 (“the Act”) due to policies crossing all subject 
committees’ remits and Cabinet Secretaries’ portfolios. 

In its report to the Finance Committee on the 2013-14 Draft Budget, the RACCE 
Committee recommended that, in future, all committees should be required to 
consider climate change issues when scrutinising their own relevant Scottish 
Government portfolios, and to report to the Finance Committee accordingly. This 
recommendation was endorsed by the Finance Committee in its report to Parliament 
and has been carried out since. 

As you will be aware the figures published earlier this month by the Scottish 
Government1 show that Scotland has failed to meet its targets for reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions for the fourth year in a row. 

During your budget scrutiny this year we are again asking you to include in your 
report to the Finance Committee an assessment of how spending in your portfolio 
area has taken account of climate change issues including supporting delivery of the 

                                            
1
 Scottish Government (2015). Scottish Greenhouse Gas Emissions 2013. Available at: 

http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2015/06/1939. 
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annual climate change targets set out in the Second Report on Proposals and 
Policies (RPP2). 

If it would be helpful to you and your Clerks, support can be provided from SPICe to 
assist you on this matter. 

The RACCE Committee would be grateful if all committees could send the 
Clerks to the Committee a copy of the relevant text from your reports, at the 
same time as you report to the Finance Committee. 
 
I hope that this is clear, but should you have any questions, please contact the 
Clerks to the RACCE Committee. 
 
Yours sincerely  

 
Rob Gibson MSP 
Convener 


